e AL

OzCoN THE AUSTRALIAN CONNECTION

Mewsletter of the Australian Community in Austria

August2014

Your Committee met last month to discuss com
changes to the structure and management of OzCc
the stepping down of Brett Bayly as President r
mont h. The meeting wendMitdh
and the telall minutes were compiled by Board memt
Colin Higgins and are reproduced here.

July 17, 2014
Present: Brett Bayly, Pamela Morris, Samantha
Day, Colin Higgins, Mark Webster, Pet:
King , Gabrielle Costigan
Apologies: Rob Reed.
Next 4 September Higgins residence
meeting:

Announcements

Our long term President Brett Bayly will be standi
down from this position officially at hisbirthday
25September 2014. The Committee expressed -
appreciation f or aadldiigenzdin
taking care of OzCon over the lagghtyears.

Brett agreed to continue to take the lead
publications (the excellentnewsletter) and als:
maintaining the membership register.

The position ofPresident was declared men and
VP Gabrielle Costiganwas voted into the rolen an
acting/temporary basi¥heVice Presidentposition was
then declared open ar8mantha Daykindly accepted
the responsibilityagain on an acting basiRob Reed
had verbally agreed prior to the meeting to continie
his role asTreasurer. Peter King was welcomed to thi
OzCon Board and accepted the role B&lents
Co-Ordinator (article pages).

Mark will unfortunately be leaving Austria later th
yearand therefore will also step down on 25 Septemt

New management looks to changes to OzCon

Discussion lems

All Committee me mber s recogni ze
down from the Presidency poses some challenge
0OzCon but perhaps also some opportunities. A stror
committee with meetings held approximately evieirge
months initially with action itms and fdow up.

The28'0f Sept emb e rhbirthdayrakd:
the date of his official standing down as President.
Committee agreed that this should be celebrated w
party rather than a normal bar night. Peter will look i
Heurigen to see what foo@ue be provided on arrival fc
a budget of aroundi300. We would need indicative
numbers a week ahead for such an evfeter has
since made a booking. Details aneEventson page 1

It was pointed out that much of the work
organizing larger funabins is tracking interested partie
bookings, cancellations andommunicating with the
group. It was suggested that this could be streamli
using DOODLE (voting system) and a workflow for tt
will be developed beteen Sam, Peter and Gabriel
Action: report back to next meeting.

The bank account currently stands at approxima
02200 which is healthy but a slightly larger rese
could be required for expanded activities.

Subs: There has been no change in the ant
membership feelR0 per family) for more than lyears.
Unanimously agreed that this should be increaséd@c
per family to allow us to organize more and larg
events. OzCon will remain a nfur-profit organization
and continue to use the subs (its only source of reve
to provide opportunities to its members.

There is a general feeling that the connection to
Australian Embassy in Vienna should be stronger to |
maximum benefit for both parties. Gabrielle wil
co-ordinate this effort but it will include providin
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additioral promotional material at thentbassy (pull ug
banner, membership forms, maintaining rendrequent
contact with staff etc). OzCon is the only social sapj
network for the Australian @anmunity in Vienna anc
provides a volunteer resourceampwhich the Embass
can draw.

Currently all of the records and historic
information is held on Bréit somputerand hard filesit
was agreed that this was not the best way to shar
ownership and responsibility in the twe and it was
decided to have x USB fipendo dri v
and a backup drive)Data would include but not b
limited to:

Historical files
Newsktters
Photo achive
Membership list
Financial reports

Roundtable

There is a proposal fromember Sonia Anfiloff to star
an Expat Choir in Vienna and the OzCon board supf
S o n i iaitiatere and offes to promote this to its
membes.

It was also suggested that we could include si
sporting activities in the program in the future and f
will be discussed at the next meetimlso a general
feeling that we should pursue further family eveni
be discussed at the next committeeeting.

Peter suggested further promotion of the soc
and proposed pricing enamel lapel badges for menr
and also pricing of business cards for Board memnibe
primary aim being to increase membership.

Thegeneral image of OzCon will be revised tddi
in the coming monthg Gabrielle will be canvassin
members and will come back with some firm ideas
the next committee meeting.

Peter proposed a social event Ausflug
30August as part of the Steam Train Festi
OHei zhausf est 06 rgtim theS vianity!
Langenlois with a Heurigen visiiThis was supporte:
and Peter will generate a promotional piece for
newslettel(see pag® for details)

The meeting was regarded most succeskfGblin
Higgins

| was at th airngr_t. I snified a suitcase
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High school students hold the fla g
for Austria in world physics
competition

From the President
Are you enjoying the summer? bit erraticand wet but
we have had some lovely warm to hot days which
great for those still in town to go eating outdoors,
concerts, f oarbitdifficlt & aaceptdhatsi
is already past midsummer and the days are ge
shorter.

For some people the holidays started late and
them | want to talk about because they deserve ¢
recognition for their efforts. Hours and hours of workii
physics laboratory firstly after school and then all da
the start of the school holidays often followed by hours
computers at home into the early hours of the morninc

Who? | am talking about five high scho
students who worked hard enough tlglouthe year tc
represent Austria at the world physics champion:
known as the Internation
which was held in Slewsbury near Manchester fro
3-10 July(photo page 1).

But first the students, from different schools,
to qualify. So teams were formed to compete at th
Austrian Tournament in Leoben in ApriDnce that was
overthe hard work started. Eacbuntryteam is given 17
projects/experiments to choose from and present a
internationaltournament. Our team chose Which they
divided among themselves, perfected and prep
presentations on.Not oy do they present thei
experiments, but they then havefaxed at t a c k
opposing teams who try and destroy the present:
while judges look on. It is intense andoes on day afte

day.

DER UNIVERSITAT WIEN

Home for many long hours

The result: thehustrian team waplaced 18 out of
28 countries that took part , earning them a bronze m
They missed out on a silver medal to Germany .4yod a
pointi 196.9 to 196.5.

The team wa Paul Worm (captain), Christig
Fellinger, Iris Seitz, Vanessa Majnaric and Rebe
Frank. Yes, thatds our c
am reporting this well, perhaps a little but to give
recognition where it is due. | am not aware of ¢
publicity given to these kids in the Atrian media for
their efforts.
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Rebecca and team are congratulated by Professor
Evgeny Yunosov

The International Young Physiciét3 ournament
was created in the USS Evgeny Yunosov, Profess:
of Physics at Moscow Staténiversity, in 19880 foster
scientific  research and improved inteioatl
communication in Physics.

Austria has competed every year since 2
earning places from"2 (three times) to 10 Australian
involvement began in 1998 with a single schoolsBaine
Girls Grammar School, representing Australia. This
expanded to be open to all schools in Australia.

Thi s year o0s wi nner Wi
China, Poland, Korea, Slovakia, New Zealand, Tai
and Russia. Australia was placed'19

Peter Kin g joins OzCon Board

We welcomePeter King to the OzCon Board.

As we reported in the May newsletter, Peter ¢
his wi f e Christa are i
enjoying their third stint in Vienna having lived he
previously in 2006 and 2008. They have rdiging in
the 19" district since October 2011.

Peter is on the Board of the AustriAnstralian
Society (OAG) and intends to do what he can to bring
two organisations closer together. Originally from Wal
Peter emigrated to Australia in 1988. Glai a Swiss
national, followed ten years later. With their Europe
backgrounds they are probably more at home on
European mainland than many other OzCon members
they are still proudly committed to their new country.

Peter is happarleerion st
having earned his daily bread mainly as an IT consul
He therefore has free time to enjoy his surraogsl and
happily agreed to our approach to join the Board as
busy enebf-summer period approaches.

At a meeting of the Oz&h Board last month Pett
put forward some good id
and agreed to take on the roleknfents Ceordinator.

' Your Events Coordinator

BrettBayly fiCongratul ati ons,
PK il d6m sorry?o
BB ACongratul at i o mment
to the OzCon boardo.

Thus | attained the dizzying heights of Eve
Coordinator. Having been similarly sandbagged by
OAG (the AustriarAustralian Society), | should be ust
to it. I have to admit to feeling like an impostor and
unworthy Johnnycomelately in both cases but you c:
rest assured that 10611 ¢
il donodt hear an Au
OzConner said to me recently and for that | apoloc
al though | am having el
right mah eesve iFmtrer est ed,

I was born in Cardiff in the reign of King Georg
VI and emigrated to Australia (a long time ambition)
1988. Lack of AStrineo
claims to fame are that | have definitely seen
snakes in the outback than most natheen Australians
and | spent 30 days of my first 90 days in Perth at
WACA. In those days a great WA side boasted the
year old tyros Justin Langer and Damien Martyn ar
still have my seat in the Prindiville &td. In addition |
am unashamed to say that | thoroughly enjoyed
seven years in Canberra.

Further details available on request at any Oz!
event.| look forward to a lot of fun times together.
Peter King

O'Hare Approach Control to a

747: "United 329 heavy, your traffic is
a Fokker, one o'clock, three miles,
Eastbound."

United 329: "Approach, I've always
wanted to say this...I've got the little
Fokker in sight."
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A glass or two to celebrate

Ma r krétisement from DFAT
It was hot and no one wanted sii in the sun. But the
outdoor deck of Motto am Fluss on the bank of Dol
Kanal at Schwedenplatz was an ideal spot for Lunch
last month.

Rai se your gl asses and c

In fact, it was so nice that for some of us the lul
that stared at 12:30wvasstill going after 16:30. But witr
good reason: we <cel ebra
from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. M
took a voluntary redundancy after being with 1
department for 33 yearBuring that time he shadeseven
postings to various countries with wife Liz, hadf them
in the consular role.

Unfortunately for OzCon, the Websters will ret.
to Canberra at the end of this year. | say unfortune
because both Mark and Liz have been very active
supportive members of OzCon, Mark in his role of Bost
member. We will miss them, including thadtableMark

laugh.- Brett
'!E’I! = M e

o Fre e

Ann, Alison, Chrrstanya Peter Liz, Christa and Mark
Swapping t ales of living in ~ Kenya

A new member who had lived in Kenya and a forr
member who now lives in Kenya had much to talk ak
at bar nightunder the umbrellas at Pointamsar Ressel
Park at Karlsplatz last month.

New Zealander aktqueline Finniss (see article
page8), who had lived in Kenya with her family for eig
years unti last October, found us for her first OzCi
appearance. Husband James is invN®rk on business

Lyndy Smartwho moved to Nairobi with husband Gr
in August last year, just happened to be holidaying
Vienna and delighted us with a surprise appearafoe
there was much for them to talk about

llJI/}III( )|

Jacqueline, Brett, Lyndy, Mohan, Peter, Colin and Alisn

With many people away on holiday it was a s
gahering as is often the case miadmmer.T h a t
stop the good conversation and company...andutgebs
and chips were good.

Breath the mountain air
your balance

0 but keep

Took delivery of a new car last month so gave it a
down to Rax, thenountain ranget the border of the
provincesLower Austriaand Styria Alison and Mohan
Mathews came ahg for the ride ando tastethe
mountain air.

Balancing in the breeze Now Iook at the Iong drstance
photo on page 13

It was a little breezy at times with the threat of -
weather closing in. But we managed to reach
Ottohaus for lunch and posefo t he 61 ook

Rax together with the nearbySchneebergas a
traditional mountaineeringesort are called théViener
Hausberge (Viennds local mountains). They ai
separated by the deéfillental (Hell Valley).l t 6 s
90 minute drivefrom Viennaand can be reached
train and bus- Brett
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mountain_range
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Austria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Styria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schneeberg_%28Alps%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mountaineering
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vienna
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We have received d&@hank yod message from thi
Mabunji Centreat Borroloola in the Northern Territor
Kathy Gerand Jamie Lee Lawnce(pictured)passed or
their thanks for t h by our:
OzCon and Austrian Australian Society (OA

Australia Dayraffle in January.
IRARENN Y-

Angas Baty and friends

Contact with the |
respite centre was mad¢ »
possible through Maria s &
Schafler, an Austrian |

citizen who taught at ‘ “ '

the Borroloola School s
who has returnedto FEES&
Vienna. Mariadid not =
ret ur n AngdsP. Nk
Baty is my little boy B
(8%2 years old) who will
be coming with me to }
Austria, 0 Mar i
Heistheson of
partner Shane anher
stepson. His mother is &
full blood Kaytetye
woman  from  the 3 = =
Epenarra community {"timetnl
Austria and he il attend \blksschule in Traiskircher
He understands Ger man bt

Maria visited the centre taag her farewells ant
wrote a note to OzCon tell us what the money ha
been used for. It includes a whiteboard which is use
the administration area and plants which allov
gardener Kienan Appleby to set up a program for
certre to grow its own vgetables.

ifMore pot plants are
coming weeks to create a beautiful environment for
old people who reside s
wr ot e. iKat hy Ger, admi |
and the old people want taays thank you for the
donation. 0

Maria, partnerand Angas have been invited
attend an OzCon functiomhen it suits them

Ben is Freddy in My Fair Lady In
Kufstein - the Pearl of Tirol

Ben and Sonia Connor are spending three week
Kufstein near the Germahorder in the Tyrol for its
OperettenSommer i
which Ben is singing
the role of Freddy in
My Fair Lady.

Our correspondent
Sonia writes that W
every year Kufsteini
has a different
operetta. Last year it
wasDer Vogelhandler =
(The Bird Handler)

This year 10

performances start or
1°' August. The only :
difference between — = —

this stage productionse: -
and the mm
all in High German and Austrian dialect. But still ve
easy to follow if you know the story, and high
entertaining.

This i s Beno sival Herwidl tlso $a
reprising the role of Freddy within his contract with 1
Wiener Volksoper starting in September. Luckily f
Ben, Freddy is a proper, walpoken gentlemar
therefore Hochdeustch only.

We have been here only five days of the th
we ks and we havenot dor
although we were able to walk from one end of the
town to the other in about 10 minutes. Not a w
stretch, but a fair amount of beautiful buildings pacl
into a small space. The architecture is ¢gbiof country
Austria, with a Bavarian influence. There is alsc
smattering of new buil d
fit in with the feel of this beautiful town.

Wedbve found that eatir
out i n VDisticin W8 $ why we have al
apartment with a kitchenette. Feeding Ben in restaur
for three weeks would use up his entire performance

My first i mpressions
wonderful, beautiful, peaceful, turretty and pleas
town. We have bee lead to believe that when 1
August comes, it will be filled with holidaying Germa
and Russianséand we sha
will stay that way. We still have a lot planned for ¢
time here, including visiting the Riedel facto
(glasswae), making the most of the pristine bike pa
along the Inn River on our rollerblades, swimming in
Hechtsee, getting on a train to Innsbruck (only
minutes) and visiting the Swarovski Kristallwelten, &
many more wal ks throudtf
yeah, and actually going into the Fortress!
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The Festungsarena, an outdoor arena which seats 1580
with a stage, within the Fortress walls

Ascot- Eliza and Freddy

Wikipedia: The fortress is mentioned for the first tin
in a document frm 1205, where it is calle@€astrum
Caofstein At the time it was a possession of Bishop
of Regensburgin 1415 it was reinforced blyouis VII,

Duke of Bavarialn 1504 the city and the fortress we
besieged and conquered Bmperor Maximilian |

A bi ke ri:der 6s

insel

Take a ferry and ride Donau

| know that there are those among us that think not|
of a bike ride over 40 or 50km, up and down hills. W
l dm not one of t hem b aoft
around20km in good weather and want to suggest «
for similarly-inclined enthusiasts.

It starts at Klosterneuburg and ends down ri
near Donau City. l'tds a
and Donauinsel, and there are many places for coffe
a cool drirk along the way.

Living in the 229 District, Suzanne and | ha
heard about an old ferry that crosses the river f
Klosterneuburg to Korneuburg so we thought we wc
have a look. It was one of those hot days and so we
an early start. From our plagee put the bikes first ol
the U2 and then the U4 and finally on the Schnellbah
KlosterneubureKierling. From there it is a pleasa
short ride in shade through forests to the old ferry.
03.40 you can take the

From there it is another short ride to the stan
the DonauinselThere are many nice views along t
way. But be warnedpart of the way on the island
reerved for nudists. As | said, it was a hot dayd a
weekendand thenudists were out in force: walking
along the bike path, sitting on the path or lying in the
in all their glory on both sides. At times it was no
pleasant sight and | put away thentera that | had slun
around my neck in case people got the wrong idea.

Once back on the Alte Donau it was nice to stoj
our favourite summer restaurant, the Neu Brasilien,
lunch in the shade next to the waieBrett
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Regensburg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Regensburg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_VII,_Duke_of_Bavaria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_VII,_Duke_of_Bavaria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emperor_Maximilian_I

