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August 2014 

 
New management looks to  changes to OzCon  

Your Committee met last month to discuss coming 

changes to the structure and management of OzCon on 

the stepping down of Brett Bayly as President next 

month. The meeting was held at Vapianoôs in Wien Mitte 

and the tell-all minutes were compiled by Board member 

Colin Higgins and are reproduced here. 

 

July 17, 2014 
Present: Brett Bayly, Pamela Morris, Samantha 

Day, Colin Higgins, Mark Webster, Peter 

King , Gabrielle Costigan  

Apologies: Rob Reed. 

Next 

meeting: 

4 September - Higgins residence  

 

 

Announcements 

Our long term President Brett Bayly will be standing 

down from this position officially at his birthday 

25 September 2014. The Committee expressed their 

appreciation for all of Brettôs hard work and diligence in 

taking care of OzCon over the last eight years. 

Brett agreed to continue to take the lead for 

publications (the excellent newsletter) and also 

maintaining the membership register. 

The position of President was declared open and 

VP Gabrielle Costigan was voted into the role on an 

acting/temporary basis. The Vice President position was 

then declared open and Samantha Day kindly accepted 

the responsibility, again on an acting basis. Rob Reed 

had verbally agreed prior to the meeting to continue in 

his role as Treasurer. Peter King was welcomed to the 

OzCon Board and accepted the role of Events 

Co-Ordinator  (article page 3). 

Mark will unfortunately be leaving Austria later this 

year and therefore will also step down on 25 September. 

  Discussion Items 

All Committee members recognized that Brettôs step 

down from the Presidency poses some challenges to 

OzCon, but perhaps also some opportunities. A stronger 

committee with meetings held approximately every three 

months initially with action items and follow up. 

The 25
th
 of September marks Brettôs birthday and 

the date of his official standing down as President. The 

Committee agreed that this should be celebrated with a 

party rather than a normal bar night. Peter will look at a 

Heurigen to see what food can be provided on arrival for 

a budget of around ú300. We would need indicative 

numbers a week ahead for such an event. (Peter has 

since made a booking. Details are in Events on page 10). 

It was pointed out that much of the work in 

organizing larger functions is tracking interested parties, 

bookings, cancellations and communicating with the 

group. It was suggested that this could be streamlined 

using DOODLE (voting system) and a workflow for this 

will be developed between Sam, Peter and Gabrielle. 

Action: report back to next meeting. 

The bank account currently stands at approximately 

ú2200 which is healthy but a slightly larger reserve 

could be required for expanded activities. 

Subs: There has been no change in the annual 

membership fee (ú20 per family) for more than 11 years. 

Unanimously agreed that this should be increased to ú30 

per family to allow us to organize more and larger 

events. OzCon will remain a not-for-profit organization 

and continue to use the subs (its only source of revenue) 

to provide opportunities to its members. 

There is a general feeling that the connection to the 

Australian Embassy in Vienna should be stronger to gain 

maximum benefit for both parties. Gabrielle will 

co-ordinate this effort but it will include providing 
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additional promotional material at the Embassy (pull up 

banner, membership forms, maintaining more frequent 

contact with staff etc). OzCon is the only social support 

network for the Australian community in Vienna and 

provides a volunteer resource upon which the Embassy 

can draw. 

Currently all of the records and historical 

information is held on Brettôs computer and hard files. It 

was agreed that this was not the best way to share the 

ownership and responsibility in the future and it was 

decided to have 2xUSB ñpenò drives (a working drive 

and a backup drive). Data would include but not be 

limited to: 

Historical files 

Newsletters 

Photo archive 

Membership list 

Financial reports 

 

Roundtable 

There is a proposal from member Sonia Anfiloff to start 

an Expat Choir in Vienna and the OzCon board supports 

Soniaôs initiative and offers to promote this to its 

members. 

It was also suggested that we could include some 

sporting activities in the program in the future and this 

will be discussed at the next meeting. Also a general 

feeling that we should pursue further family events will 

be discussed at the next committee meeting. 

Peter suggested further promotion of the society 

and proposed pricing enamel lapel badges for members 

and also pricing of business cards for Board members ï 

primary aim being to increase membership. 

The general image of OzCon will be revised a little 

in the coming months ï Gabrielle will be canvassing 

members and will come back with some firm ideas to 

the next committee meeting. 

Peter proposed a social event Ausflug for 

30
 
August as part of the Steam Train Festival. 

óHeizhausfestô to Sigmundsherberg in the vicinity 

Langenlois with a Heurigen visit. This was supported 

and Peter will generate a promotional piece for the 

newsletter (see page 9 for details). 

The meeting was regarded most successful. ï Colin 

Higgins 

 

 
 

High school students hold the fla g 
for Austria in world physics 

competition  
 

From the President  
Are you enjoying the summer? A bit erratic and wet, but 

we have had some lovely warm to hot days which are 

great for those still in town to go eating outdoors, to 

concerts, for bike rides. Itôs a bit difficult to accept that it 

is already past midsummer and the days are getting 

shorter. 

For some people the holidays started late and it is 

them I want to talk about because they deserve some 

recognition for their efforts. Hours and hours of work in a 

physics laboratory firstly after school and then all day at 

the start of the school holidays often followed by hours on 

computers at home into the early hours of the morning. 

Who? I am talking about five high school 

students who worked hard enough through the year to 

represent Austria at the world physics championship 

known as the International Young Physicistsô Tournament 

which was held in Shrewsbury near Manchester from 

3-10 July (photo page 1). 

But first the students, from different schools, had 

to qualify. So teams were formed to compete at the 

Austrian Tournament in Leoben in April. Once that was 

over the hard work started. Each country team is given 17 

projects/experiments to choose from and present at the 

international tournament. Our team chose 12 which they 

divided among themselves, perfected and prepared 

presentations on. Not only do they present their 

experiments, but they then have to face óattacksô from 

opposing teams who try and destroy the presentation 

while judges look on. It is intense and goes on day after 

day. 

 
Home for many long hours 

 

The result: the Austrian team was placed 10
th
 out of 

28 countries that took part , earning them a bronze medal. 

They missed out on a silver medal to Germany by 0.4 of a 

point ï 196.9 to 196.5. 

The team was Paul Worm (captain), Christian 

Fellinger, Iris Seitz, Vanessa Majnaric and Rebecca 

Frank. Yes, thatôs our own Rebecca but thatôs not why I 

am reporting this ï well, perhaps a little ï but to give 

recognition where it is due. I am not aware of any 

publicity given to these kids in the Austrian media for 

their efforts. 
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Rebecca and team are congratulated by Professor 

Evgeny Yunosov 

 

The International Young Physicistsô Tournament 

was created in the USSR by Evgeny Yunosov, Professor 

of Physics at Moscow State University, in 1988 to foster 

scientific research and improved international 

communication in Physics. 

Austria has competed every year since 2007 

earning places from 2
nd

 (three times) to 10
th
. Australian 

involvement began in 1998 with a single school, Brisbane 

Girls Grammar School, representing Australia. This has 

expanded to be open to all schools in Australia. 

This yearôs winner was Singapore followed by 

China, Poland, Korea, Slovakia, New Zealand, Taiwan 

and Russia. Australia was placed 19
th
. 

 

Peter Kin g joins OzCon Board  
 

We welcome Peter King to the OzCon Board. 

As we reported in the May newsletter, Peter and 

his wife Christa are ñnew old membersò, who are 

enjoying their third stint in Vienna having lived here 

previously in 2006 and 2008. They have been living in 

the 19
th
 district since October 2011. 

Peter is on the Board of the Austrian-Australian 

Society (ÖAG) and intends to do what he can to bring our 

two organisations closer together. Originally from Wales, 

Peter emigrated to Australia in 1988. Christa, a Swiss 

national, followed ten years later. With their European 

backgrounds they are probably more at home on the 

European mainland than many other OzCon members, but 

they are still proudly committed to their new country. 

Peter is happily in the ñpost careerò stage of life, 

having earned his daily bread mainly as an IT consultant. 

He therefore has free time to enjoy his surroundings and 

happily agreed to our approach to join the Board as the 

busy end-of-summer period approaches. 

At a meeting of the OzCon Board last month Peter 

put forward some good ideas for raising OzConôs profile 

and agreed to take on the role of Events Co-ordinator. 

 

 
Your Events Co-ordinator  

 
Brett Bayly ñCongratulations, Peterò. 

PK  ñIôm sorry?ò 

BB  ñCongratulations on your appointment 

to the OzCon boardò. 

Thus I attained the dizzying heights of Events 

Coordinator. Having been similarly sandbagged by the 

ÖAG (the Austrian-Australian Society), I should be used 

to it. I have to admit to feeling like an impostor and an 

unworthy Johnny-come-lately in both cases but you can 

rest assured that Iôll do my best to contribute. 

ñI donôt hear an Australian accentò, as one 

OzConner said to me recently and for that I apologise, 

although I am having elocution lessons. ñShe WILL be 

right mateò. For those interested, hereôs a potted history. 

I was born in Cardiff in the reign of King George 

VI and emigrated to Australia (a long time ambition) in 

1988. Lack of ñStrineò notwithstanding, my Australian 

claims to fame are that I have definitely seen more 

snakes in the outback than most native-born Australians 

and I spent 30 days of my first 90 days in Perth at the 

WACA. In those days a great WA side boasted the 21 

year old tyros Justin Langer and Damien Martyn and I 

still have my seat in the Prindiville Stand. In addition I 

am unashamed to say that I thoroughly enjoyed my 

seven years in Canberra. 

Further details available on request at any OzCon 

event. I look forward to a lot of fun times together. -

Peter King 
 

O'Hare Approach Control to a 
747: "United 329 heavy, your traffic is 
a Fokker, one o'clock, three miles, 
Eastbound." 
United 329: "Approach, I've always 
wanted to say this...I've got the little 
Fokker in sight." 
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A glass or two to celebrate  
Markõs retirement  from DFAT  

It was hot and no one wanted to sit in the sun. But the 

outdoor deck of Motto am Fluss on the bank of Donau 

Kanal at Schwedenplatz was an ideal spot for Lunch Out 

last month. 

 
Raise your glasses and celebrate óretirementô 
 

In fact, it was so nice that for some of us the lunch 

that started at 12:30 was still going after 16:30. But with 

good reason: we celebrated Mark Websterôs departure 

from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Mark 

took a voluntary redundancy after being with the 

department for 33 years. During that time he shared seven 

postings to various countries with wife Liz, both of them 

in the consular role. 

Unfortunately for OzCon, the Websters will return 

to Canberra at the end of this year. I say unfortunately 

because both Mark and Liz have been very active and 

supportive members of OzCon, Mark in his role of Board 

member. We will miss them, including that notable Mark 

laugh. - Brett 

 
Ann, Alison, Christanya, Peter, Liz, Christa and Mark 

 

Swapping t ales of living in Kenya 
 

A new member who had lived in Kenya and a former 

member who now lives in Kenya had much to talk about 

at bar night under the umbrellas at Pointers near Ressel 

Park at Karlsplatz last month. 

New Zealander Jacqueline Finniss (see article 

page 8), who had lived in Kenya with her family for eight 

years until last October, found us for her first OzCon 

appearance. Husband James is in New York on business. 

Lyndy Smart who moved to Nairobi with husband Greg 

in August last year, just happened to be holidaying in 

Vienna and delighted us with a surprise appearance. So 

there was much for them to talk about. 

 
Jacqueline, Brett, Lyndy, Mohan, Peter, Colin and Alison 

 

With many people away on holiday it was a small 

gathering as is often the case mid-summer. That didnôt 

stop the good conversation and company...and the burgers 

and chips were good. 

 

Breath the mountain air ð but  keep 
your balance  

 

Took delivery of a new car last month so gave it a run 

down to Rax, the mountain range at the border of the 

provinces Lower Austria and Styria. Alison and Mohan 

Mathews came along for the ride and to taste the 

mountain air. 

 
Balancing in the breeze. Now look at the long distance 
photo on page 13 

 

It was a little breezy at times with the threat of the 

weather closing in. But we managed to reach the 

Ottohaus for lunch and pose for the ólook at meô photos. 

 
Rax, together with the nearby Schneeberg as a 

traditional mountaineering resort, are called the Wiener 

Hausberge (Vienna's local mountains). They are 

separated by the deep Höllental (Hell Valley). Itôs just a 

90 minute drive from Vienna and can be reached by 

train and bus. - Brett 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mountain_range
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Austria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Styria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schneeberg_%28Alps%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mountaineering
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vienna
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ôThank youõ from Borroloola in the 
Northern Territory  

 

 
We have received a óthank youô message from the 

Mabunji Centre at Borroloola in the Northern Territory. 

Kathy Ger and Jamie Lee Lawrence (pictured) passed on 

their thanks for the donation of ú900 raised by our 

OzCon and Austrian Australian Society (ÖAG) 

Australia Day raffle in January. 

 
Angas Baty and friends 

 
Contact with the 

respite centre was made 

possible through Maria 

Schafler, an Austrian 

citizen who taught at 

the Borroloola School 

who has returned to 

Vienna. Maria did not 

return alone. ñAngas P. 

Baty is my little boy    

(8½ years old) who will 

be coming with me to 

Austria,ò Maria wrote. 

He is the son of Mariaôs 

partner Shane and her 

stepson. His mother is a 

full blood Kaytetye 

woman from the 

Epenarra community in the NT. It is Angasôs 5
th
 time in 

Austria and he will attend Volksschule in Traiskirchen. 

He understands German but ñdoes not talk a lot.ò 

Maria visited the centre to say her farewells and 

wrote a note to OzCon to tell us what the money had 

been used for. It includes a whiteboard which is used in 

the administration area and plants which allowed 

gardener Kienan Appleby to set up a program for the 

centre to grow its own vegetables. 

ñMore pot plants are about to be delivered in the 

coming weeks to create a beautiful environment for the 

old people who reside at the Mabunji Centre,ò Maria 

wrote. ñKathy Ger, administrator of the centre, her staff 

and the old people want to say thank you for the 

donation.ò 

Maria, partner and Angas have been invited to 

attend an OzCon function when it suits them. 

 

Ben is Freddy in My Fair Lady  in 

Kufstein - the Pearl of Tirol  

 
Ben and Sonia Connor are spending three weeks in 

Kufstein near the German border in the Tyrol for its 

OperettenSommer in 

which Ben is singing 

the role of Freddy in 

My Fair Lady. 

 

Our correspondent 

Sonia writes that 

every year Kufstein 

has a different 

operetta. Last year it 

was Der Vogelhändler 

(The Bird Handler). 

This year 10 

performances start on 

1
st
 August. The only 

difference between 

this stage production 

and the movie is itôs 

all in High German and Austrian dialect. But still very 

easy to follow if you know the story, and highly 

entertaining. 

This is Benôs first Summer Festival. He will also be 

reprising the role of Freddy within his contract with the 

Wiener Volksoper starting in September. Luckily for 

Ben, Freddy is a proper, well-spoken gentleman, 

therefore Hochdeustch only. 

We have been here only five days of the three 

weeks and we havenôt done a lot of street exploring, 

although we were able to walk from one end of the old 

town to the other in about 10 minutes. Not a wide 

stretch, but a fair amount of beautiful buildings packed 

into a small space. The architecture is typical of country 

Austria, with a Bavarian influence. There is also a 

smattering of new buildings that, I believe, donôt really 

fit in with the feel of this beautiful town. 

Weôve found that eating out is fairly equal to eating 

out in Viennaôs 1
st
 District. This is why we have an 

apartment with a kitchenette. Feeding Ben in restaurants 

for three weeks would use up his entire performance fee.  

My first impressions of Kufstein are that itôs a 

wonderful, beautiful, peaceful, turretty and pleasant 

town. We have been lead to believe that when 1st 

August comes, it will be filled with holidaying Germans 

and Russianséand we shall see if my first impressions 

will stay that way. We still have a lot planned for our 

time here, including visiting the Riedel factory 

(glassware), making the most of the pristine bike paths 

along the Inn River on our rollerblades, swimming in the 

Hechtsee, getting on a train to Innsbruck (only 40 

minutes) and visiting the Swarovski Kristallwelten, and 

many more walks through the Wilder Kaiseré. Oh 

yeah, and actually going into the Fortress! 
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The Festungsarena, an outdoor arena which seats 1580 
with a stage, within the Fortress walls  

 
Rehearsals 

 
Ascot- Eliza and Freddy 

 

Wikipedia:  The fortress is mentioned for the first time 

in a document from 1205, where it is called Castrum 

Caofstein. At the time it was a possession of the Bishop 

of Regensburg. In 1415 it was reinforced by Louis VII, 

Duke of Bavaria. In 1504 the city and the fortress were 

besieged and conquered by Emperor Maximilian I. 

 

A bike riderõs tip:  
Take a ferry and ride Donau insel 

 

I know that there are those among us that think nothing 

of a bike ride over 40 or 50km, up and down hills. Well, 

Iôm not one of them but I do like a nice flat ride of 

around 20km in good weather and want to suggest one 

for similarly-inclined enthusiasts. 

It starts at Klosterneuburg and ends down river 

near Donau City. Itôs a pleasant ride along the main river 

and Donauinsel, and there are many places for coffee or 

a cool drink along the way. 

Living in the 22
nd

 District, Suzanne and I had 

heard about an old ferry that crosses the river from 

Klosterneuburg to Korneuburg so we thought we would 

have a look. It was one of those hot days and so we got 

an early start. From our place we put the bikes first on 

the U2 and then the U4 and finally on the Schnellbahn to 

Klosterneuburg-Kierling. From there it is a pleasant 

short ride in shade through forests to the old ferry. For 

ú3.40 you can take the bike across. 

From there it is another short ride to the start of 

the Donauinsel. There are many nice views along the 

way. But be warned: part of the way on the island is 

reserved for nudists. As I said, it was a hot day and a 

weekend and the nudists were out in force: walking 

along the bike path, sitting on the path or lying in the sun 

in all their glory on both sides. At times it was not a 

pleasant sight and I put away the camera that I had slung 

around my neck in case people got the wrong idea. 

 
Once back on the Alte Donau it was nice to stop at 

our favourite summer restaurant, the Neu Brasilien, for 

lunch in the shade next to the water. ï Brett 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Regensburg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Regensburg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_VII,_Duke_of_Bavaria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_VII,_Duke_of_Bavaria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emperor_Maximilian_I

