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Australia Day in Vienna

It was not like the weather back home on Australia C
But as the snow came down outside it was warm
friendly inside Heuriger Wolff as OzCon, the Austri
Australian Sciety (AAS), the Australian Embassy ar
friends celebrated our national day

There was bush music, speeches and a raffl
usual, and performances by two of our opera stars w
was not usual but was warmly greetBeéople came an
went during the eveng, but one estimate said mc
than 50 people attended the evening.

Ambassador David Stuart spoke of the importanc
the day and praiseOzCon for its continuing role in th
Australian and New Zealand community in Vienna. E
Connor and Bryony Dwyehen sang Advance Austral
and

Fair | ater a rousing

Colin Higgins spoke on behalf of OzCon follow
by Gabriele Weichart on behalf of the ASSabriele
made the point that not everyone celebrated the day
this neededo be understood and acknowledged.

Raffle tickets were sold and the young member:
the audience were invited to draw the winning tick
First prize was a vouch

February2015

0 warm on the inside and snow ing outside

menswear store Philippe Perzidmakers of exquisitely
tailored shirts, ties, polo shirts and pocket squa

Vienna and Sydne§www.philippeperzi.com

New arrivals in Vienna
Stephanie and Davig
Jepsen, who works at th
CTBTO at the Vienna
International Centre,
brought their daughter
Dana, 12, along to thei
first event with the
Australian community.
Danawas amongthe first
to buy tickets, even before
knowing the prize. It was
while explaining the prizes
to her, and telling her she didn't want to win FIRST pi
becar s e i t 30wgiftsvoueher €oll men's clothing
that she smiled and said, "That's OK. jilkt give it to
my Dad. He'll like it!"One of her tickets was the first -
be drawn out of the hat.

She then went on to draw the second prizebasket
of Audralian goodies, includingooks andwvine, which
was won by Jacqueline and James Finniss who arrivi
Vienna last year. James works for the Office of Intel
Oversight Services at the UN.

Brett and Alfred with young Joschka Koepke who
drew the ticket
Alfred Gerstl was the winner of the third prize, soi
nice crockery and other Australiana. Alfred has beel
AAS board member for many years. A political scien
with specialisation on the Asfacific region, he is :
postdoc researcher at the Departmeh East Asian
Studies at University of Vienn&rom 200709 he was
Lecturer at Macquarie University.
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http://www.philippeperzi.com/

About 0250 was raised
given to GRUFT, the Caritaswned institution tha
|l ooks after VOuwthanksds to Mike

Regan who once again gave us Aussie bush music
his Australian songbook.

X

BenandBryony sang

From the President

Good numbers point to a good 2015

500, 37,
2014.

You may well ask whiathese numbers represeintand
here they come:

500 people attendgdzConevents,

37 events were scheduled and executed,

4 board meetings were held to strasei

Not too bad for a small orgasation whog motto is to
be a social group rather than one cassted with
business.

4¢ééthese are n

The annual update on the OzCon Budgets the
closing balance which f
(see Tr e aspaged)r And exactypfar this
reason OzCon has just as ambitious plans for 2015.
first board meeting foR015 was held in late 2014 to <
up the new schedule of activities.

We will return to one of our highlights being thred
summersolstice cruise down the Danube in whitie
bus hireis usually subsided by OzConOur 50 seats ol
a boatwerebooked lastyear (due to the fact that this
always sold out 12 months in advance!). Seate
limited so here is a heads up for those that are ket
come along.We will be calling for names aroun
March/April for this June event.

We have had a large interest framembers whc
enjoyed the AOzCon seadihtke
great outdoors These will become another regul
feature in the OzCon calendar in 301

And as always the ever so popular monthly
nightswill continuei with a new angle: at times the:
will be featured in more dinner/restaurant frien
locations to allow for members to enjoy a thorot
meal.

With these few introductory words | hand back
YOUeéi t is you, as membe
0OzCon newsletteand | encourage you to mim myself
or Brett or anyone else on the board of your interes
finds, facts or visits that would be a great read for y
fellow members.Hered 40 a wonderful OzCon yee
2015 and see you soon at ttmmingevents.

Gabrielle CostiganPresident

Christ mas di nner at
brings the smiles

Those who were lucky enough to attend our Christ
di nner at Charlie Po6s [
favourable accounts of an enjoyable night.

OE T e o3 Z S

Acting President Gabrielle Costigan said Ambasse
David Stuat spoke of closer collaboration with OzCc
He believed OzCon was o
that he was aware of that collaborated on the level tt
did in engaging its members and reached out to ¢
organgations and embassies.
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Gabrielle ad Colin iggins provided Christme
decorations for the tables and they and organiser
Reed had the tables decorated in time for the 7 pm
off.

Smiling Rob described the evening as a great suc
and the food 6 ama z ihat Ghardie
P6s had put on a tradit
and Christmas pudding with brandy sauce an«
raspberry sorbet.

Temporary change to

Viennads skyl

Something new on the skyline looking towards
Rathaus from the Parliament builch g . It &s

60City Skylinerd on Rat h

of the Wiener Eistraum (Vienna Ice Dream) ice skal
rink from its revolving platform. The rink and Skylint
will be in place until 8 March.
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Bit cheeky. Wonder who did it. This statue on
Rathausplatz in front of the Rathaus is some dist:
from the ground.
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Bar night at the Belvedere Palace

It was all smiles at the last bar nigt for the ye
traditionally at the Advent Market at the beauti
Belvedere Palace.

ltdidn 6t | ook too cold wit
wearing headgear, and one who did with an gpeket

Fond farewell to Peter Korcsek Who moved to Perth in
January to be with wife Diana

Sekt, sandwiches and  then a spot

of murder
It seems long agoow that we are into 2015, but back
November a group of OzConners spent an evening &
English Theatre o wat ch a DmlrMfari
Mu r d eColid@ Higgins, who put much effort int
arranging the evening, but then could not attend, rep:

A small but merry band of heatregoers enjoye

thrilling OzCon evening
Unfortunately | was not able to attend because | ha
6tread t he boar dsé6 my s
presentation at the Geological Society in don. | did
manage to dérief some of those that attended and \
told that the hospitality at the theatre was excellent,
sekt was cold and bubbly, the sandwiches delicious,
the play itself lived up to expectations with a first cl:
set and perfanances from the talented thespiahise
format of a pleasant social opportunity combined v
cultural entertainment seemed to work very well ar
believe that there was sufficient support for us to
further visits to The English Theatre in 2015. Tih& to
the 20142015 season is:
http://www.englishtheatre.at/english/seagf1415.htm
I

Also in the news is the smaller International Theatrt
Vienna (Porzellangasse in th& ®istrict) that has re
opened as the Open House Theatre:
http://www.openhousetheatre.at/index.php/se&Xiid
2015

We have enjoyed OzCon events there too in thegrak
look forward todoing soagain in the future!!Thanks
Mark for organising the photo and collecting the moi
on the night Colin

Georgian food , wine at Lunch Out

Photo by Jacqui Montanato-Punzengruber
Eight of us kicked off the year with lunch at ti
GeorgianCafe Ansari in the 2nd District. It was a goc
choice for food, and some of us tried the Georgian wi
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