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February 2015 

Australia Day in Vienna ð warm on the inside and snow ing outside  
 

It was not like the weather back home on Australia Day. 

But as the snow came down outside it was warm and 

friendly inside Heuriger Wolff as OzCon, the Austrian 

Australian Society (AAS), the Australian Embassy and 

friends celebrated our national day. 

There was bush music, speeches and a raffle as 

usual, and performances by two of our opera stars which 

was not usual but was warmly greeted. People came and 

went during the evening, but one estimate said more 

than 50 people attended the evening.  

 
Ambassador David Stuart spoke of the importance of 

the day and praised OzCon for its continuing role in the 

Australian and New Zealand community in Vienna. Ben 

Connor and Bryony Dwyer then sang Advance Australia 

Fair and later a rousing rendition of ñI am Australian.ò   

 
Colin Higgins spoke on behalf of OzCon followed 

by Gabriele Weichart on behalf of the ASS. Gabriele 

made the point that not everyone celebrated the day and 

this needed to be understood and acknowledged.  

Raffle tickets were sold and the young members of 

the audience were invited to draw the winning tickets. 

First prize was a voucher for ú130 to be spent at the 

  menswear store Philippe Perzi  - ómakers of exquisitely 

tailored shirts, ties, polo shirts and pocket squares, 

Vienna and Sydney.ô www.philippeperzi.com  

 

New arrivals in Vienna 

Stephanie and David 

Jepsen, who works at the 

CTBTO at the Vienna 

International Centre, 

brought their daughter 

Dana, 12, along to their 

first event with the 

Australian community.  

Dana was among the first 

to buy tickets, even before 

knowing the prize. It was 

while explaining the prizes 

to her, and telling her she didn't want to win FIRST prize 

because it was a ú130 gift voucher for men's clothing, 

that she smiled and said, "That's OK. I'll just give it to 

my Dad. He'll like it!" One of her tickets was the first to 

be drawn out of the hat.  

She then went on to draw the second prize -- a basket 

of Australian goodies, including books and wine, which 

was won by Jacqueline and James Finniss who arrived in 

Vienna last year. James works for the Office of Internal 

Oversight Services at the UN. 

 
Brett and Alfred with young Joschka Koepke who 

drew the ticket 
Alfred Gerstl was the winner of the third prize, some 

nice crockery and other Australiana. Alfred has been an 

AAS board member for many years. A political scientist 

with specialisation on the Asia-Pacific region, he is a 

postdoc researcher at the Department of East Asian 

Studies at University of Vienna. From 2007-09 he was 

Lecturer at Macquarie University. 

 

http://www.philippeperzi.com/
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About ú250 was raised by the raffle and will be 

given to GRUFT, the Caritas-owned institution that 

looks after Viennaôs homeless. Our thanks go to Mike 

Regan who once again gave us Aussie bush music from 

his Australian songbook. 

 
Ben and Bryony sang ñI am Australianò 

 
 

 
 

From the President  
 

Good numbers point to a good 2015  
 

500, 37, 4ééthese are numbers that defined OzCon in 

2014. 
You may well ask what these numbers represents ï and 

here they come: 
500 people attended OzCon events, 
37 events were scheduled and executed, 
4 board meetings were held to strategise! 
Not too bad for a small organisation whose motto is to 

be a social group rather than one associated with 

business. 

 

The annual update on the OzCon Budget gives the 

closing balance which for 2014 was more than ú3000 

(see Treasurerôs report page 5). And exactly for this 

reason OzCon has just as ambitious plans for 2015. The 

first board meeting for 2015 was held in late 2014 to set 

up the new schedule of activities. 

We will return to one of our highlights being the mid 

summer solstice cruise down the Danube in which the 

bus hire is usually subsidised by OzCon. Our 50 seats on 

a boat were booked last year (due to the fact that this is 

always sold out 12 months in advance!). Seats are 

limited so here is a heads up for those that are keen to 

come along. We will be calling for names around 

March/April for this June event. 
We have had a large interest from members who 

enjoyed the ñOzCon walksò which were organised in the 

great outdoors. These will become another regular 

feature in the OzCon calendar in 2015. 
And as always the ever so popular monthly bar 

nights will continue ï with a new angle: at times these 

will be featured in more dinner/restaurant friendly 

locations to allow for members to enjoy a thorough 

meal. 
With these few introductory words I hand back to 

YOUéit is you, as members who fill the pages of the 

OzCon newsletter, and I encourage you to inform myself 

or Brett or anyone else on the board of your interesting 

finds, facts or visits that would be a great read for your 

fellow members. Hereôs to a wonderful OzCon year 

2015 and see you soon at the coming events. 
Gabrielle Costigan, President 
 

Christmas dinner at Charlie Põs 
brings the smiles  

 

Those who were lucky enough to attend our Christmas 

dinner at Charlie Pôs in early December have given 

favourable accounts of an enjoyable night. 

 
Acting President Gabrielle Costigan said Ambassador 

David Stuart spoke of closer collaboration with OzCon. 

He believed OzCon was one of the best ñcommunitiesò 

that he was aware of that collaborated on the level that it 

did in engaging its members and reached out to other 

organisations and embassies. 
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Gabrielle and Colin Higgins provided Christmas 

decorations for the tables and they and organiser Rob 

Reed had the tables decorated in time for the 7 pm kick 

off. 

 
 

 
Smiling Rob described the evening as a great success 

and the food óamazing.ô It was the first time that Charlie 

Pôs had put on a traditional Christmas dinner of turkey 

and Christmas pudding with brandy sauce and a 

raspberry sorbet. 

 

Temporary change to  

Viennaõs skyline 
 

 
Something new on the skyline looking towards the 

Rathaus from the Parliament building. Itôs the 81m high 

óCity Skylinerô on Rathausplatz which gives great views 

of the Wiener Eistraum (Vienna Ice Dream) ice skating 

rink from its revolving platform. The rink and Skyliner 

will be in place until 8 March. 

 
Bit cheeky. Wonder who did it. This statue on 

Rathausplatz in front of the Rathaus is some distance 

from the ground. 
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Bar night at the Belvedere Palace  

 
It was all smiles at the last bar night for the year, 

traditionally at the Advent Market at the beautiful 

Belvedere Palace.  

 
It didnôt look too cold with not a glove in sight and few 

wearing headgear, and one who did with an open jacket. 

 
Fond farewell to Peter Korcsek who moved to Perth in 
January to be with wife Diana  
 

Sekt, sandwiches and then a spot  
of murder  

It seems long ago now that we are into 2015, but back in 

November a group of OzConners spent an evening at the 

English Theatre to watch a performance of óDial M for 

Murderô. Colin Higgins, who put much effort into 

arranging the evening, but then could not attend, reports: 

 
A small but merry band of theatregoers enjoyed a 

thrilling OzCon evening out at Viennaôs English theatre. 

Unfortunately I was not able to attend because I had to 

ótread the boardsô myself in making a technical 

presentation at the Geological Society in London. I did 

manage to de-brief some of those that attended and was 

told that the hospitality at the theatre was excellent, the 

sekt was cold and bubbly, the sandwiches delicious, and 

the play itself lived up to expectations with a first class 

set and performances from the talented thespians. The 

format of a pleasant social opportunity combined with 

cultural entertainment seemed to work very well and I 

believe that there was sufficient support for us to plan 

further visits to The English Theatre in 2015. The link to 

the 2014-2015 season is:  

http://www.englishtheatre.at/english/season-201415.htm

l 

Also in the news is the smaller International Theatre in 

Vienna (Porzellangasse in the 9
th
 District) that has re 

opened as the Open House Theatre: 

http://www.openhousetheatre.at/index.php/season-2014-

2015 

We have enjoyed OzCon events there too in the past and 

look forward to doing so again in the future!!! Thanks 

Mark for organising the photo and collecting the money 

on the night - Colin 

 

Georgian food , wine at Lunch Out  

 
Photo by Jacqui Montanato-Punzengruber 

Eight of us kicked off the year with lunch at the 

Georgian Cafe Ansari in the 2nd District. It was a good 

choice for food, and some of us tried the Georgian wine. 
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