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Look out summer: here we come

From the Editor

| 6m gl ad that  wespedakyr
after the coldest January for 30 year$lot much
snow, but plenty of freezing frost¥he Neue Donau
was frozen for six weeks. And then came Nharg
which turned out to have bedghe warmest March
since, wait for it, 251 year§. hat 6 s bac Kk
days of Arch Duchess Maria Theresia. Climat

D ~

,A\i!!ﬁ'il'n EARTHQUAKE 2016.

- WEWILLREBUILD

Owe hale}eBuilt and look fBrfard to a great summer

change? Nah, no such thing. Welcome to spring.

Many have beerravellingas is normal for this
time of the year. Some have been skiing while others
have continued to explore neighbouricmuntries (see
articles starting pagé). And if you want a couple of
travel tips take a look at pagel3. Others have
returned to Australidor work, warmth and pleasure
which made it necessary for Ann Emery, our Lung
Out organiser, to set up not one but two gatherings
Sydney (see articliis page)

Soit is not surprising thaattendances to some
regular events like bar nights and lunchese in
Viennahave been den a little.

And there have had to be a couple g
cancellationsA visit to the Kunst Haus for a tour of a
photo exhibithad to becancellediast monthbecause
of lack of numbers.So too dida guided tour in
English of the historic Klimt Villa in the 13ttistrict
which had been arrangddr Sunday 9 April due to
lack of participants.

But attendances are bound to return to normal
as summer approaches, just as membership numbe
are beginning toise agairafter falling away a little.

As you can see inhis issue, therare events
galore coming up and so we encourage Yyor
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participation.

Again, | will say if you have an idea for an
event or a point of view or something of interest t
others please let me or any Board member know. The
newsletter is desigieto be of benefit to all of us and
is always an avenue for such expressions.
Contributions are always welcome.HAPPY
EASTER
- Brett

O

Double sitting for OzCon 6s busy
Sydney chapter

With some of our members enjoying the
sights, smells and heat of Sydney at this time of
the year, including our Lunch Out organiser Ann
Emery, it seemed appropriate that a lunch be
organised. But not all could make it on the date
suggested and so an evening gathering was also
organised.
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Ann reports the first meeting took place at the
Wharf Bar at Manly Pieon 22March.

Present weréAnn, George and Meredith Park
and Amanda Grar{pictured right below)who was in
Vienna from 206 for a few years and is now back
living in Sydney with her family.

[Amanda was OzCon Secretary from Novembg
2007 until we faewelled her and family at a bar night
at Flanagands in Septem

pay to keep files of past newslettersBretf]

Other newcomers Kagh Nield and partner Marek
Smid also came along. Another couple among the
guests expressed interest in joining us.

Amanda chose the venue as she lives in Manly. [,

Also because of the incredibly wet and humid weath
Sydney is STLL having and the fact that Meredith
and | always love going on at least one ferry ride

Manly from Circular Quay each time we're in Sydney.

The half hour ferry ride to Manly is a must for g
lot of people who know Sydney. For those visitin
Sydney forthe first time the lovely old green and
cream coloured ferries offer a much cheaper way
seeing Sydney Harbour than orgagd coffee cruises.

The Wharf Bar as well as Hugo's, anothe
Amanda suggestion, are actually on the Manly Wha
SO patrons can enjoa lovely view of the pezeful
waters of Sydney Harbour.

For those interested in beaches, it is only a sh

walk from the Wharf down the Manly Corso to the
sea. Here you have sweeping views of the beach

which is surrounded by lovely old Norfolk Pineds.

There will be a second sitting of the Sydne
chapter in early April for those who could not mak
the first sitting.

Crowded night in a crowded bar

What a turmout Hard to keep track of
numbers, but there were as many guests as there v
membersat bar night atThe Brickmakers Pub and
Kitchenin the 7" district last month.

It was good to see Mitch Bowman and partne
Jessica Gisclair, who joined us in January, attendi

1)

ereittle story behind this. Brett will visit home turf in
Adelaide this month where a group of old journo
friends will attend a lunch ih him. Some started

¥ ribbing him about being away too long; time to come

N9 home they said So Brett thought he had better do

their first function. Jessica was visiting from the US.

something to get back on their good side. So he had
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t his made to wear at t h
but | was mad e BretnthinksUtSvill R
be a oneoff.
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Trust a Kiwi to gt Aussie flag a

A lesson in southern skies and

Vi ennads observ
By Brett Bayly

It was good to see the stars of southern ski
againi without even having to leawéienna.

The Zeiss star projector shows its wonders

It was a special showing ofecrets of the
Southern Skpt Vi ennads p laerroe t

the AustriarAustralian Association. OzConners werg

invited and four of us went along for an interegti
evening at what, we were told by its director Werng
Gruber, is the second oldest planetarium in the wol

e to hauvethe fmast médern star prejector m th& Wdld, R |
A Helpiétingbthe starry sky almost lifike in different
"astro shows".

Mr Gruber is also Director of the Kuffner
Observatory, one of two telescepquipped public
astronomical observatories situated in Vienna. It is
situated inthe Ottakring district, on the slope of the
Gallitzinberg at 302m altitude. The other is the Urania
Observatory on the banks of Donau Kanal.

As is usually the case in Vienna, going to one
event can open the doors to an interesting history in
other areas. Urania Observatory was, according to
Wikipedia, built according to the plans ofrt
Nouveau style architectMax Fabiani(a student of
Otto Wagney and was opened in 1910 as an
educational facility with a publiobservatory

During World War I, the Urania was severely
damaged and the dome with the observatory was
totally destroyed. After its reconstruction, it was
reopened in 1957. The observatory itself has been
continually impraoed technically over the years.

Presently the Urania also has seminar rooms in
which wideranging classes and lectures are given, a
movie theatre that screens at the anndennale
movie festival and a puppet theatre created originally
by actorHans Krauslt also hosts a restaurant.

The planetarium in the Kaisergartarow part
of the Peter, was opened or20 June 1964 In
February 1990it was closedoriefly due toexposure
to asbhestoand inApril 2001, it was closed again for a
conversion It reopened on 8 November 2002 with the
Igteiét /le hn I(gies, such as a Zeiss star projector

niversatriu IX a Zulip laser projectorand 24
modern slide projectors.

a

Director Gruber with Gabriele Weichart, general
secretary of the Austrian-Australian Society

ar i UvAnd thete ist Weener BSruber, our host for the
evening.Since February 2013 he hdw director of
the astronomical educational institution of the

or Viennese Volkshochschulen.nAAustrian physicist

Id and author of many books, he has been making

D

and one of the largest in Central Europe. It also clain

ns
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https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.at&sl=de&sp=nmt4&u=https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Werner_Gruber&usg=ALkJrhg76RkprwLaJp0Rf1phoytPADv-nA

science more easily accessible for +sgience minded
people.

He also has a sense of humour. Giving h
opening spiel at the planetariutme made us all get
out ou mobile phones, hold them up to be seen a

switched off. Anyone who did not obey would be

barred for five generations, he warned. How? TH
planetarium is very high in technology and DNA
samples would be taken of effders without their
knowledge.

The planetarium today

The first planetarium irVienna was also the
first planetarium to be built outside Germany, betweg
May 1927 and September 1928. It was built on today
Maria Thereg Square between thaatural history
and art history museum The octagonal pyramid
shapéd structure was of wooden structure and w3
destroyed by fire.

David, Maree, Brett and Suzanne representing OzCon

Visit to a not - so- dry Morocco

Those intrepid travellers Jo and Justin Overton
have been away again... this time to Morocco and
Poland. Justin gives a few impressions:

A VERDANT PASTURE é
Not what | was expecting, but extraordinary

winter rains turned Morocco west of the Atlas

Mountains green. Being North Africhhad expected
a more.. well, dry Australiartype landscape.

I SR Y e e - A

Greenery in the Atlas Mountains

Not only was the landscape green due to the
rains but parts were missing as well. Roadside
drainage had not coped well in places and washouts
had occurred. Might be some of that (fake) climate
change!!

2N |

S

Nice sunset in Marrakech... oh look, satellite dishes!

Still
Mor occans
Every city, town or villagescape is dominated by
satellite dishes. The things are literally everywhere!

Marrakech might not be the apital but it is a
tourism capital. Largest medina around, some
impressive green space and lots of earthy tones.

Casablancawas named after the white house
that was built therand its successotait it is not that
white now. The city is a sprawling indusl centre.
Has some nice Atlantic Ocean coast. The Hdgssan
[l Mosque is perhaps the highlight of the place. Oh,
and there is the replica
are fans of Bogie!

Rabatt is the official capital and has an ancient
casbah thatds stunning views of the Atlantic and the

t he

b

c

royal pal ace, which vyou
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https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.at&sl=de&sp=nmt4&u=https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wien&usg=ALkJrhgib-lgPRKjOk-6fh0RFtTAValYOg
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.at&sl=de&sp=nmt4&u=https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naturhistorisches_Museum_Wien&usg=ALkJrhgrJmxCcVWfJTFtyXucdaZgXYZMeQ
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.at&sl=de&sp=nmt4&u=https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kunsthistorisches_Museum_Wien&usg=ALkJrhiDzXK4JWgUuMj5cbwmAmGQ_I6Cvg

The Fes medina, complete with satellite dishes and a
case of overcrowding!

Want to get lost? Try to find your way aroung
the medina irFeswithout a guide! 12008treets and
no maps!fiStreetd is a misnomer at times as anyon
with wide shoulders might find themselves stuck ¢
wal ki ng sideways to mak
truly fascinating place that is well worth the visit!

An annoyance too! There is a thinglled
Moroccoiti meé.l happen
be sure when!

b

Morocco time courtesy of the Casablanca Train
Station clock tower

There are tw sides to every story thougAhd
whil e [ enjoyed t he ti
enamoured with the ate.Just a touch too crowded
and Arun downo for her

.and then a dash to Warsaw
and Krakow

Jo and Justin were back in Vienna for a couple of
days before they took off for Poland.

A short vi gollowing the warmih g
of a week in Mrocco, there was a short period of
Ai ffyo weather in Vien
windy days in Poland.

D =

U

We had a short and at times bumpy flight to
Warsawandthen navigated our way to the centre of
town using local public transport. They must have
known we were coming as the train stood waiting in

the station for us and left almost as soon as we had got

on!

Monument to Warsaw Uprising

it, down s ome
A s trange
destroyed during WWII largely as a result of the
faile aw Upr | August, 1944, then rbuilt
with Cc?ld aBrg&;Jenogd Fa?&%t%t%?re and now
some very futuristic podtll-of-the-wall buildings.
Plenty of urban renewal going on as well judging by
the number of cranes to be seen dotting the skyline!

You get the imprssion Warsaw is trying to be a
thoroughly modern city while preserving the
memories of anat times less than pleasant past.
Worth the visit i definitely. Highlights are the
reconstructed old town [UNESCO Heritage Listed],
socalled New Town, Palace on asldnd and the
Uprising Museum. Warsaw is not so large that you
candt wal k around a | ot
main tourist information centre in the rather imposing
looking cultural centre you can pick up some
excellently produced booklets with aany self
guided walking tours in them.

Next stopi Krakow. Just a two and a half hour
train ride away is Krakow; another gem of a town
with remarkable architecture datin

MRot mudh nel St AtGHe Hmmem9 bPit soMvvorkDid

n d

n a

, pLogress to go ith the new railway station.
[

nd

Sculptures incorporated into a bridge over the Vistula
River, Krakow
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Once again Krakow is not that large that yo
canot expl or e torfeotintough
options are available for those so inclined. Tinin
square of the old town is ringed with restaurants b,
many options also abound in the back streditee the
cellar restaurant we found down an alleyway and thr
flights of stairs!

Not only are there plenty of restaurgnbsit
down at the river endf the old town a quick glance at
the map on a billboard showed no less than ni
churches within only a few hundred metres of eaq
other!

Also, well known from being dramatd by
Steven Spielberg in Sch
Enamel Factory. &t over the river from the old town,
the factory has become an interactive museum
document the occupation of Krakow during WWiI
and the resistance that took place there.

One place, just 70m out of Krakow that you
need to see and have to walk arois\BL Auschwitz
i a former Polish army base commandeered by t
Nazis and turned into the infamous concentratig
camp. There were so many unfortunate victims of tf
forced labour and other atrocities that there were,
fact, three camps that made up Ausith. A day trip
will be a sobering and moving experience never to
forgotten: | know we will never forget it. The day trip
will take you to the main camp and to Auschwitz
Birkeneau.

Things | miss about Sydney and

enjoy about Vienna
A reply to Ric!

Last month Ric Casagrande
wrote about what he thought
about Vienna versus Sydney.
Other members were invited
to do the same. Well Susan
Hill has taken up the offer
and here is her comparison
of the two cities.

Ri ¢ Casagrandeds art.
debate so | thought | would start this off. Yes, it i
great that we see things differently vive la
difference!l am not a born and bred Aussie; | wa
born and raised in England, emigrated to Melbouri
in 1971 as &10 Pom, lived there for 13 years an
lat er l'ived in O6Brisvega
returning to Europe to live in Vienna. Although | have
never lived in Sydneyl have visited many times.
However it is well known that Melbourne wins over
Sydney in quality of life polls! Here goes!

Climatei Ric thinks Sydney has it on this one
He prefers the milder Sydney weather with coolin

U population live near the harbour and benefit from such
abrtge@azcees @ nls am sure he is d
over last summer. Surely Vienna wins with its
ut delightful seasons. When we tire of winter with snow
and ice (not much in the city), the inspiring new
ee growth of spring arrives and then we move into
summer. Vienna does enjoy a real summer but rarely
do we get a sing of days over 30C and really hot
nights are quite rare. Not so Sydney with summer
he temperatures regularly over 40C and often
th uncomfortably humid. Then consider the autumnal
colours of Vi ennaos deci
ubiquitousgums of Sydey. Vienna has to be in front.
i ndl locatios andigedgraphyi - sWithott edouBtc h i r
Vienna is the new centre of Europe unbeatable
to location. Of course Sydney does have its spectacular
harbour and iconi cOperpgnéat h
too bad either and we have twBure, near Sydney
there are fantastic beache
in the sun and there is often the odd shark lurking).
he Superb national parks nearby, yes, but bevihee
n traffic jams to get there.
ne Major lifestyle eventsi Definitely Vienna bt
in not by a nose! Have you seen the rockets going off in
Vienna as the New Year arrives, 360° of fireworks
be lasting for up to two hours and without any politically
correct pontification! The seasons promote different
activities and the costs are not as podhie as in
Sydney. What about the Viennese ballastitutional!
You canét drive fornbaata hou
s ki r es or tfrom Miehnd €0 S&rbniemmg,
maybe five minutes more to Stuhleck.
Sport i You have to like sport if you are an
Aussie but there is also the ugly side, the need to win
at all cost. The Aussie mentality often means if you
are second in some event, you have failed! Ridiculous
pressure on young people whereas in Vienna the
emphasis is onVolkssport; what matters is to
participate and have a go! Retailing is limited in
Vienna on Sundays to allow this. Probably need to
agree, if you want to be a spectator, there is more top
level sport available in Sydney and the golf courses
are bettei but oh the heat and beware skimoar.
Public transport and infrastructure - Agree
cVieBna Witk Vthete éstho corfeBtMiennt is probably
the best city in the world for efficient and cheap
public transpori i t 6 s amazi ng! The
5 is a nightmare because the roads are constiaby
'€ geography and public transport is atrocious and
l expensive.
s 0 fsedial séebe fbdd addSwing wa erfoy » e f 0
e great social life in Vienna because costs are
reasonable and the wines are excellent. Both cities are
cosmopolitan which provides for a great varieif
food chaces. Where else in the world could you get a
glasso f  wi n &in & \diennesdfeuriger. On the
0 other handyou can go into Burgenland and sample

U7

oceans breezes. | wonder what percentage of

hewonderful redsi maybe a 48nin drive. Apart from
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its legendary cafes, you can dine in Vienna in a 8mg
and inexpensive Gastwirtschaft or in an
internationally acclaimed restaurant. Sydney has t
latter but not the former. Vienna has fabulous cockta
bars Hotel SacheBlauer Salon). Sydney has a few
too but any drink starts at $30!

Servicel Europeansinderstand servicé need
say no more. Although | have to admit that some
the waiters in the traditional Viennese coffee hous

can be bloody rude! Yes, Sydneysiders are friendly

but this doesnoét const.i
like payinggetremt (pay separately)f you suggested
this in a Sydney restauratiiere would be outragea
matter for the union.

Culture and architecture i Sydney tres hard
but Vienna has it all.

Most liveable T Vienna has just been voted
(MercerThron) the best gjt for expatriate living for
the eighth year in a row. Surely there is no argume
Sydney is a great <city
saf e, but itos at t he
part of 30hours to fly home and then ligg sets in for
up to a week. If travel is not your priorijtthen live in
Sydney but, in my view, you certainly miss out on th
experiences of enjoying and derstanding different
cultures.

Yes Ric, we are so lucky being able to enjo
both cities and what they each offéhere are many
wonderful cities in the world but we have a muc
greater chance of sampling them from Vienna tha
Sydney. Have you tried out a pedicure down the ro
in Hungary (pretty cheap) or the opera in Bratislavd
0OzCon outings???

e

Residency in Vi enna? Difficult !
L e t lage another drink

In 1858 AntonOtzelt, the architect of the town
of Vienna, erected a house with an inn and a lar
cellar.

Today it is the Gmoakeller where we had oU
monthly lunch, not for the first time.

he
il

Df
pS

t r so.

In keepingwith such a place of history, six of
us indulged in serious discussion on such topics as
politics, health, travel, films and residency problems
prompted by those who reside in Vienna as British
Nt. passport holders andonder what this will mean

a gnder Bréxi #hd ofHer® Wioaare abolit @oSlosé Bd a !
N @rotektfon bfhHUN empidymeht and Will hed €S
convince the Austrian authorities that we are nice
people who should be allowed to continue to live here.
€ Letds just say nothing was

lunch.
' Travel tip
:n Train travel with  OBB
ad
7
he

If you travel on a long trip wittOBB and ae
not happyabout something dondét | ust
something.

In FebruarySuzanne, Rebecca amdook the
caron t he ov eNigmjéttp FeldkirchBrBe

toilet in our carriage was out of action and there was a
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fault with the central heating. Anphstead of three
adult beds we endegb with a top bunk for a child.
So we wrote to BB. Result?

a! & F 3S a0 daNdBer wiF ond GBR2
travel voucher total worth & for you and your travel
companions. Additionally would like to send you
three eachof | W2 2 Kf FNKf 62 EQ
packagethat contains different delicacies made by
{2YyYySyl2NWE

So, anapology, a cash voucher andt one but
three complementary boxes of goodies delivered
post organic herbs, bio salad mixture of herbs, vega
organic biscuits and crystal salt&ood PR BB.
Danke - Brett
Kundenfeedback@pv.oebb.at

Which country has the best
passport? Not Australia

There are surveys for the best and worst of ju
about everything these days. The one we hakgaps
reported on mosin the pastis the Best City. Well
here are two moré the most powerful passport (yes
really) and the best country.

Nomad Capitalist, a global consulting firm,sha
graded 199 countries
ci ti zen,sdicbrging toaite dNomad Passport
Index, Austalia is number 16 on the list.

Anyone with a European citizenship
officially living the best life as the top0O spots are all
countries in Europe. HoweveBwedenis at the top
The Swedish hit the passport jackpot as the country
officially graded the most powerful passport in th
world. Why? Because the Swedish can easily ¢igb
countries without a visa.

The rest of the top 10 include Belgium, Spair
Italy, Ireland, Finlad, Germany, Denmark,
Switzerland and Luxembourg

Each country was closely judged on visse
travel, taxation, perception, dualitizenship and
overall freedom.

NZ rated above Australia at number 14 whil
Austria scored highly atumber23.

Aussies tied wh the United Kingdom -

o

IS

3

apparently ticking the boxes for perception, dual

citizenship and freedom, meaning Australian citizer
have a trusted global reputation, are almost alwa
allowed to hold other citizenships, and as our nation
anthemreadourgod en s oi | i s Afr

But we were let down due to videee travel
and taxation. According to the index, Australiaf
passport holders are granted visge access, or
straightforward visa access, to only 169 countries. O
taxation arrangement for expats allst us a few
points.

tn Photo: Getty Images.

SourcesYahoo LifestylandNews.com.aof 5 March
where you can find the complete list

Best countries

The best countries survey for 2017 was done by
US News.

A survey of 21,000 people in 36 countrigas
conducted based on certain attributes. Scoring is

st complicated and so we will not go into detail here.

The results? Switzerland, which was not
previously ranked, scored top place with Canada (no
change) at second place.

Then came the UK at 3 (no chagGermany 4
(came 1 out of 60 countries in 2016), Japan 5 (7 in

a 2046y Swedgn 6 (5) the YIS 7 £4), Aysijalia 8 (B
France 9 (8) and Norway 10 (not previous). NZ was
14 (11) and Austria 18 (12).

Vienna b est cit y again
Guess what? Just two days afterting the

above, out comes the Mercer survey of best cities for
is2017. Yep, Vienna did it agaimccupying1® place
for overall quality of living for the 8 year ruming,
with the rest of the toplO list mostly filled by
European cities: Zuricli2), Munich (4), Dusseldorf
(6), Frankfurt (7), Geneva (8), Copenhagen (9), and
Basel, a newcomer to the list, is equa‘l1 Place with
Sydney. The only no&uropean cities in the top0
areAuckland (3) and Vancouver (5).

Wellington ranks %, Melbourne 16, Perth 22,
Adel ai de 28 whil e
highest ranked city, San Francisco. Brisbane is 27 and
Engl andds highest ranked

The highest ranking cities in Asia and Latin
America are Singapore (25) ardontevideo (79),

S respectively.

VS

al
eeo.

U

1%

Coming OzCon Events

L Lunch Out

Lunch Out will take place on
U Wednesday 19 April2017at 12:30at Lugeck
Lugeck 4 1010 Vienna
tel: 512 50 60mww.lugeck.com
(belongs to Figlmuller Schnitzel chain) 10 places
booked.Contact Annannemery47@yahoo.de
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Bar night

April Bar night is bookedor:
Friday 21 April 2017 at 18hrsat Campus Brau.

Transport is U1 to Sudtirolerplatz/Hauptbahnhof and|a

short walk or Strassenbahn, @, 18 o S-Bahn to
Belvedere Quartier.

No RSVP is required. Jushow up and we will make
room.

Registration is required by 10 April. Contact
Wolfgang Dobiasdobiaswolfgang@yahoo.com

Anzac Day dawn service

This alsaois not anOzCon functionHowever
as in past yearthe Australian Embassy invites all
0OzCon members to the Anzac Day dawn service on
the steps of Karlskirchi@ Karlsplatzon Tuesday 5
April. Please arrive by 5.30 amRegistration is
required. See details below

Steam train to Wachau to see the
apricot blossoms

While not an OzCon eventve are happy to
extend an invitation from the Austrigkustralian
Sociey to a special day in the Wachau Valley. It is
special steam train excursion from Viennastethe
famous apricot blossoms in the Wachau Valley.

Ae))

Breakfast will be served in the
Harry Seidler Room
Australian and New Zealand Embassies,
Mattiellistrasse 2, 1040 Vienna,
at the conclusion of the commemoration.

For catering purposes please register with
Ms Lisa Kirchebner at:
lisa.kirchebner@dfat.gov.au, ph: +43 1 50674
112by Wednesday 19 April 2017.

We inviteAustralian and New Zealand
children to read the Ode of Remembrance
as part of the ceremony. Pleasgister your
childrenwith Mr Ross Alford at:
ross.alford@dfat.gov.auby 7 April 2017.
Participating children are required to attend &
rehearsal at 5:30 am on 25 April.

It wi || be
April 2017 departing 8rsand returning 20:30s
with breakfasand dinner served on the train.

a Satrbay 22d aly

Lunch with a view at Rax

Details of this day out are still being worked on
but we are aiming for the last weekendtloé month,
Saturday 27May 2017when the temperatures should
be good for some walkingnd, hopefully, owtoor
eating

The plan is to take a bus this popular hiking
mountain near Semmering. We takeable carand
then an easy wallon mostly flat groundto the
Ottohaus(built in 1893 altitude 1650mY¥or a typical
Austrian styldlunch with a view For those who wish
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